
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Department of Telecommunications and Energy 
 
One South Station 
Boston, MA 02110 
 
Project: Nantucket Electric “Cable Project” D.T.E. 04-10 
 
Attn: Denise Desautels 
 
 
Dear Mrs. Desautels, 
 
 
My wife and I would like to exercise our option to be “interveners” to the proposed cable project. 
As abutters to the project several aspects as outlined by Nantucket Electric are troublesome and 
we would like further opportunities to investigate the project as outlined on April 29, 2004.  
 
Firstly, as abutters, we object to the project because of the negative impact of the construction 
proposed for Ocean Street. Several issues relative to the construction, including traffic, noise, 
dust, and the staging of the construction will directly and adversely impact the residents of 433 
Ocean Street. As a matter daily life, Ocean Street is impacted by the continual traffic as a result 
of several public and private facilities located along and off of Ocean Street,and will likely be 
compounded by the proposed construction. A continual stream of buses and visitors frequent 
both the JFK and Korean War memorials as well as, the beach goers to Veterans Park, the 
Hyannis Yacht Club, and Kalmus beach. Also added into the traffic stream are the continual car 
loads of curious people that explore the neighborhood as a consequent of arriving for ferries etc. 
This project and its proposed location have been justified in part because of what some have 
deemed the lesser of two proposals and there impact upon traffic. Having resided on Ocean 
Street for close to a decade I question any study that suggests that Ocean Street is better 
equipped to absorb and handle the impact of this project then any other. While I recognize that 
the Town will prohibit road work during the summer months I strongly reject that this will alleviate 
all of the congestion. Ocean Street is very active, people frequent the parks, memorials, and 
beaches from early April thru the end of November, the reality of a defined season, Memorial Day 
thru Labor Day is no longer nor has it been applicable for years. 
 
Secondary concerns: 
 
Also, of concern, is not knowing the real impact of the introduction of a minimum of 46,000 volts 
of electricity that is proposed to run within a few feet of our property.  Will it have any 
environmental and or health impact?  How will it affect the value of our property?   
 
Also troublesome, is the un-defined scope of the project. As we understand the project as 
proposed, it leaves several areas for further development of the proposed easement through the 
public way. Specifically, the inclusion of a secondary conduit that is proposed for future use; the 
project as proposed is supposed to be in the interest of the public and we contest the merits of 
that assumption given the unknowns to the public. We believe that the inclusion of a secondary 
conduit is to further support the other big energy initiative - the ‘Wind Farm’ - proposed for 
Nantucket Sound. This secondary conduit will likely transmit power from the proposed ‘Wind 
Farm’ back through the public way and in front of my residence. At no time has this issue been 
identified and proposed to the greater community. We believe that this is a self-serving strategy 
that is being played out and is currently “under the radar” of the public process. We object to the 
use of the proposed public way for use to support the ‘Wind Farm’ both in an objective greater 
community context and also the subjective nature of the additional undefined power going by our 
residence. This issue is of particular interest to ourselves and the greater public. At no time has 
the scope of the project been limited to just a power cable going out to Nantucket, instead we 



submit that there is a hidden agenda, an agenda that is not being reflected in the proposed 
project and that does not serve the interest of either the Hyannis or Nantucket communities.  
 
Currently, public opinion is still unresolved relative to the ‘Wind Farm’ and objections of its 
proposal are pervasive within our community. The project as outlined does not limit the energy 
that will be transmitted through the public way, in-fact as we understand it, it is not defined and 
can be increased, or altered or otherwise managed to suit the needs of Nantucket Electric. 
Nantucket Electric will control the cable route as they see fit. This could have implications into the 
future that reflect alternative energy sources such as the fiber optic network that is included in the 
proposal as a parallel use to the cable project. Nantucket Electric is a power company; they 
currently broker electricity and lease out fiber optic conduits for use both public and private, 
what’s to say that future uses might not include natural gas, hydrogen or other potentially volatile 
energy resources. Further definition, relative scope and use provisions are not inherent in the 
current proposal. The public deserves full disclosure and should understand the full potential 
impact.  
 
Lastly, While Nantucket Electric is currently engaged in the public process and has obeyed the 
principle conditions such as public notice etc., we contest the fairness of the process. As a matter 
of public record, they have done what is mandatory and not any more. As the sole 
representatives of the community at the hearing, I believe that an effort has been made to 
introduce this project during the off-season; a strategy that has in effect left many people without 
the opportunity to address this proposal. As in many communities with seasonal residents, the 
notices of proposed projects remain unopened. Many people who live in the affected community 
have yet to understand the scope and may not have the opportunity to evaluate or address the 
proposal without serious disruption to their lives. Only a small amount of people who received the 
certified notices were able to pick up the letters.  Since NO ONE else was at the hearing, I would 
submit that the community has yet to be informed. 
 
In conclusion, I would like to state that as a matter of public betterment, Nantucket Electric has 
offered many consolatory aspects to this project, specifics such as re-paving of affected streets, 
new sidewalks and financial resources that will go to other on-going projects in Hyannis, however 
in our opinion, they are just carrots being used to otherwise navigate what is a potentially 
detrimental proposal.  As residents of Hyannis my wife and I believe that the community has a 
right not only to the legal process but also should have expectations of fairness and full disclosure 
of the proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Stephen and Sandra Tise 
433 Ocean Street 
Hyannis, Massachusetts 
 
617-965-5835 
 


